June 07, 2008

Dear Community;

Dear Compatriots; 

First of all I apologize for the delay in my response to you all as it was due to my traveling to Algeria for the scheduled Immigration meeting. Mr. Yacine Rahmoun attended the meeting and I was very pleased to get the chance to sit with him and discuss issues regarding the community and especially those related to the community in California. 

Dear Community;

Dear Compatriots;

Since I am one of you, I really feel the pain and the frustration in terms of the delays and services provided by our consulate in Washington, DC. We all know that Algeria provided our small consulate (Service Consulaire) in Washington DC in the late sixties to serve only the few hundreds of Algerians that lived here which made sense, but since then our community grew quickly everywhere in the US including New York, Washington DC, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida, Chicago, Texas and California. The increase of Algerian immigrants in the US increased the number of problems including administrative paper work, passports, consulate card, military papers for young Algerian or the needs for most of Algerian to be part of the development of Algeria. I believe Algerian immigrants can contribute a lot to the Algerian economy and I believe every Algerian living abroad has the ambassador’s title as it is in our blood to represent well our country Algeria. 

Dear Community;

Dear Compatriots;

I would like to share with you some of the positive steps that I took since my election: 

1. In the Algerian parliament, I strongly defended the need for having a General Consulate in NY City where Algeria owns a real estate building in the heart of NYC. 

2. I followed up with a written letter and I had a positive response from our honorably Mr. Mourad Medlci Minister of foreign affairs, other members of Algerian government and members of Algerian Parliament and this project will take shape inchaallah soon. The benefit of this consulate is to meet the needs of the Algerian communities within the following states New York, New Jersey, Pansylvania, Boston, and Chicago and to increase the cultural, economical, technological, and tourist relationship between Algeria and USA

3. Recently in June 1, 2008, I again strongly brought the subject of the consulate during the immigration meeting in the presence of the Prime Minister, the government, the press, and the rest of the Algerian representatives. 

4. I strongly spoke about the need for the Algerian Military Commission to come at least once a year to the USA and Canada to settle issues with young Algerian immigrants vis-à-vis the military service.

5.  I strongly spoke about the need for the Embassy or the Consulate to provide all the information needed regarding owning real estate in Algeria. I suggested that we implement from the embassy or the consulate a process of loan applications to allow for the Algerian immigrants to apply for loans from Algerian banks and to finally own a house in their motherland. 

6. I strongly recommended that the only way to bring back our intellectual Algerians from abroad is to encourage them and welcome them as entrepreneurs by facilitating necessary relocation needs such as facilitating land, bank loans, taxes and administrative paper work. This will increase manpower by recruiting Algerian labor. It will help in the transfer of technological advances to Algeria and eventually help the Algerian economy as Oil and Gas should not be the only resource and that not forever. 

7. I strongly recommended the need to implement a second consulate in California with a Technology attaché as California hosts the most technological advanced companies those based in Silicon Valley. 

8. I strongly spoke for the need from the Algerian government specifically from Air Algerie to facilitate the transport of the deceased (body repatriation) from the community to Algeria. 

9. I strongly recommend the need to follow up on this meeting's action items by creating a group (committee) to prepare for the next year as it is necessary to have this meeting at least on a yearly basis. 

10. I strongly recommended the need for stop (Escale) of AIR ALGERIE in New York especially that it is only one and half hours far from Montreal. The good news that I received very feedback and positive promises from the our honorably Mr. Mohamed Maghlaoui minister of Transport and the new director of Air Algerie Mr. Abdelwahid Bouabdallah. 

11. I strongly recommended to reserve a budget for our immigration community outside Algeria during our next discussion regarding Law of Finance (La Loi de Fainances) in the Algerian parliament sessions especially that our community represents over 10% of the total Algerian population. 

12. I strongly recommended the importance of the Algerian Associations and their important role in the community and their ability to link the community to Algeria their motherland.

Dear Community;

Dear Compatriots;

I do represent you in Algeria, I talk with your voice, and I feel your pain. I will only be satisfied with my work when I see that I resolved some of your issues and concerns. I will always speak with your voice. Algeria gave us a lot and with our hard work and dedication Algeria will continue to give more. 

Dear Community;

Dear Compatriots;

I do share with you all recent activities on my website, please visit at: http://www.mohamedgahcheworkingforyou.com 

The site is always updated with the latest information in the 3 languages (Arabic, French and English). Any suggestions and feedback are welcomed. 

Again, I am reachable by email, mobile phone and a toll free number, do not hesitate to call if you have any concern that needs my immediate attention as I will be more than happy to assist. 

God bless you and Algeria. 

Mohamed Gahche

Congressman (America, Asia, Oceania)

Member of the Algerian Parliament

Member of Foreign Affairs, Immigration and Cooperation Commission

Phone: 703-376-4225 (Direct)

Phone: 1-888-618-8676 (Direct Toll Free)

E-mail: gmgahche@aol.com   
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